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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to study the progress of economic reforms and how much these
reforms are been able to cater to the need of Aam admi in Indian context . Trend analysis has
been done with the help of descriptive statistics and line and bar charts on ten economic
growth indicators and to analyze the impact of economic reforms on social ,economical
development four indicators are used . For comparision of progress of economic reforms
entire economic reform period is divided in to two catagories 1990-91 to 2000-01 and 2001-02
to 2012-13 .Findings of study indicates that we have made a lots of progress in macro
economicgrowth indicators but the reforms have not been able toreach the target population
after a long period of twenty three years . socio-economic status of aam admi slitly improve
Sfter 2000 -01 than 1990s but still it cannot be claim that economic reforms leads social
development in India .

INTRODUCTION stress areas are different in different plans
In first the first phage Indian economy was
highly controlled economy public sector
was given due importance private sector was
working in very strict licensing regime ,
agriculture was ignored in initial phases but
after green revolution we got self reliance on
food grains . The growth rate between 1950s
to 1980s was between 3 to 4 percent .In
efficiency of public sector to met the
expectations of people leads the policy
makers to rethink about the policy
framework and several reforms werc
initiated in 1980's .The second phase ol
economic reforms was initiated by young
prime minister Mr. Rajiv Gandhi . He took
several policy initiative by opening areas for

Since independence several attempts have
heen made by policy makers to bring the
Indian economy on path of growth and
development along with social, economical
security of its people. All this require proper
planning and effective implementation of
resources so the history of economic
reforms in India can be traced back to three
phases started with economic planning's in
1951 and initiated its first five year plan in
1951 .The first phase of economic reforms
includes the period between 1951 to 1980's .
In this phase five 5 year plans and several
annual plan were completed although the
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private sector players
upgraded

. adoption of more
lorcign  technology |, several
changes in fiscal policy and EXIM policy
were made several restriction and controls
wereremoved Foreign trade was motivated .
Atier all these economic reforms introduced
by Mr. Gandhi didn't produce desired results
the sitwation of balance of trade was getting
worsened and 1t jumped to 10,840 Crore
AIndia was sufTering from serious balance of
sttuation India have only $2.2 billion foreign
exchange reserves . Indian economy was in
facing crises situation in 1991
Summarising the period of three decades
between the end of the 1950s and of the
POs0s (e jqust prior to the reforms ]
Bhagwati (1998 | p.34) concludes :

We have started out in the 1950s with high
growth rates , openness to the trade and
Investment a promotional state , social
expenditure awareness , confidence that
poverty would be  seriously dented by
growth ., macro stability , optimism , and
hence the administration of the world . But
we ended the 1980s with low growth rates |
closure to trade investment , a license
restricive  state inability to
sustain social expenditure |, loss of
confidence | in the efficacy of growth in
reducing poverty \macro instability , indeed
Crisis . pessimism ,therefore
Jnargimahisation ol India in world affairs

ohsessed.

Now the time come to stabilize the Indian
ceonomy and revert it back to the path of
growth This phase of economic reforms in
the wake of crisis situation can be taken as
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third phase of reforms. This phase of
economic reforms were imtiated by then
finance minister Dr. Manmohan singh |, In
his Memorandum on economic policies
submitted to IMF he proposed

“The thrust will be to increase the efficiency
and international competitiveness of
industrial production |, to utilize foreign
investment and technology to a much
greater degree than in the past , to improve
the performance and rationalize the scope of
the public sector and to reform and
modernize the financial sector so that it can
more efficiently serve the need of the
economy.”

Now to come out of crisis situation India
was forced to approach the World Bank and
IMF to provide bailout package for India of
Rs 87 billion. The World Bank sanction the
loan with a condition that India have to puts
it's economy back on the track. Now the
reform process start with the heavy dose of
liberalization, privatization,
globalization.

and

Prior to 1991verious internal and external
restrictions such as strict licensing system |
quantitative and qualitative import export
barriers, MRTP requirements, control over
foreign exchanges etc. all restrictions were
slowly and gradually remove from private
scctor unde liberalization, due to
inefficiency of public sector due to political
interferences so it was necessary to allow
private sector to set up more and more
industries in the areas which are previously
reserved for the public scctor under
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privatization it includes not only permission
to private sector to establish industries in
restricted areas but also revives the sick
public sector undertaking through either
disinvestment or transferring the
management ol these industries to private
players  Through globalization Indian
cconomy was connected with world
ceonomy through removing import export
restricion as well as improve the inter
country transfer of capital through various
modes.

The journey of economic reforms arise very
ideresting questions whether various
¢ltorts made by policy makers really impact
the life of common man. How successful we
are in our efforts in providing basic
infrastructure , food security |, better quality
cducation , generate employment, removing
regional imbalances |, providing
social security 1o people of its nation ? are
these reforms really been able to cater to the
need of Aam admi in India . If we look at the
statistics there are several indicators such as
arpss domestic product at current prices rose
o 42,97.047 from 5,84,091 in 1991-92 |
literacy rate 64.84% in 2001 from 16.7 in
1951 , population living below poverty line
reduced to 27.5% from 35.97 in 1993-94 |
Flow of foreign investment as a percentage
ol GDP rose to 5% in 2007-08 form .1 % in
1991-92, Exports rose to 16.6 % of GDP
[rom 6.9 % in 1991-92, Although these are
the positive indicators but there are other
mdicator which suggest that we are not
endeavors' such
cducational expenditure as a percentage of
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GDP in 2007-08 3.67% but it was 3.8 % In
3.8 % in 1991-92, In 2010 there are only 69
registered allopathic doctors for per lakh
population , average daily intake of proteins
per person reduced to 49.4% i 2005-06
from 54.1 % in 1991-92 During the period
between 2001-2011 growth rate of
population is 1.64 %. Inflation all ime lngh
etc. etc. there are unlimited figures which
are not only discouraging but raise the
question on the success of these reforms .
The objective of this paper is to analyze the
progress the of economic reforms on
selected parameters in India , to study the
impact of these economic reforms on social
development of India catering to the need of
Aam admi . Rest of the paper is organized as
follows section 1

review of literature .section Il deals with
methodology and data collection, section 111
analysis. and interpretation and section IV
includes conclusions on the basis of analysis

SECTIONI

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Apu Das, N.R. Kumar, & others (2012} in
his study of GLOBAL ECONOMIC
CRISIS found that, there are many factors
due to which India faces the problem of
economic crisis and the impact of that was
not acceptable by the Indian economy. The
global economic crisis has originated due to
sub-prime mortgage in USA with easy
availability of credit at lower interest rates,
real estate prises had been rising rapidly and
investment in housing had assured financial
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return. Due to this the Indian economy was
growing through a phase of high growth
driven by domestic demand-growing
domestic investment financed mostly by
dom savings and sustained
consumption demand. It also affects the
GDP growth rate of the country. This can do
a positive impact on India's agricultural
exports during the post liberalisation period.
But after 2000, due to recession the export
can be reduced gradually and the
agricultural GDP s also declined. It also
shows the negative impact on fisheries
export. The demand for Indian fisheries has
suddenly declined in foreign markets. The
[ndian economy is being affected by the
spill-over effects of the global crisis.
Though significant parts of the economy
have slowed down and there is a wide
variance of opinions about how long it will
contlinue,

Prathivadi Bhayankaram Anand(1999),
review the World Bank reports concerning
the progress of the economic reforms in
India, issues concerning the impact of this
ceonomic reforms on poverty, agriculture,
industry, infrastructure, etc in India. They
conclude that the economic reform affects
the share of agriculture in GDP and is
steadily falling. In India the poverty also
increases due to the performance of
agriculture, management and food
cconomy. The economic reforms
programme attracts or promote international
trade in India. It distinguishes the
“Swadeshi™ approach of pre-independence
India and the new nationalism. Due to the
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economic reform the private sector involved
in the infrastructure sector & problems
related transport, telecommunication arises
The experience of the last five
decades indicates that the effectiveness of
economic policy in achieving the outcomes
depends as much on the “worthy™ intentions
as on the ability to recognise the impacts of
policy on the equilibrium of defined,
undefined and culturally/ socially
determined communal property rights of
different groups. One of the problems seems
to be the legitimacy of the state in
determining the allocation of resources and
its commitment to protect various rights, It
1s on the ability of the reforms programme to
accommodate and shape these identities and
aspirations and be accommodated and
shaped by them, rather than on econometric
outcomes alone, that future historians would
be judging the current economic policies
and reforms in India.

in India.

Debasish Chakraborty(1999), experiences
in maintaining some kind of restrictions on
the capital flows in different countries. In
India the budget deficit as a percentage of
GDP is very high due to the economic
reforms. In the past, such budget deficits and
external debt did not seem to have any
significantly adverse impact on the money
supply and the inflation rate. A high budget
deficit is very problematic as the economy
gets more integrated with the world
economy. Thus, 1t is very important to
reduce the budget deficit in India through a
cut in expenditures, tax reforms (making the
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tax basc as broad as possible) or a
coimbimation of both.

B.N.Ghosh(2002), he makes the
comparison between the rural and urban
poverty, & conclude that rural poverty 1s
larger than the urban poverty in India. It 1s
duc to the misallocation of resources and
urban biased strategy. In India the allocation
ol resources is not strictly based on the
consideration of equity and economic
elficiencies. The rural sector gets the smaller
share of investible resources, and therefore
rural income, output and employment fall
short of the optimum level, and rural poverty
intensifies. More and more resources are
concentrated on the urban sector whose
capital output ratio remains high. Some
belicved that rural people  have limited
aspirations, low motivation, limited abilities
and a higher preference for leisure. The low
tevel of cquilibrium is primarily responsible
for the culture of poverty. Limited job
opportunities, high man land ratio and low
opportunity cost of rural labour are also
responsible for creating and sustain the
situation of low equilibrium in the rural
scetor. They conclude that if one wants to
reduce rural poverty than allocate more and
more investable resources to the rural sector,
it makes the inereased in the rural income.
Such an approach will not reduce the rural
poverty but also usher in a regime of equity
and clficiencies, in the rural sector.

I.L..Sankar and R.K.Mishra(1994), in his
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study says government of India in its annual
budget target 2500¢rores from divestment of
20 % shareholdings but actually realized
about 3038crores by divesting 8% of equity.
According to them the divestment of PE
shareholdings is an economic necessity. At
that time when the country facing the
economic disaster and declared insolvent by
the external economic community, the
government swung into action to initiate the
divestment of shareholdings of PE's. The
government of India launched the
programme for divestment of PE
shareholdings, but without adopting
suitable methods it failed. After that the
department of public enterprise and the
finance ministry adopted techniques and
methods for divesting the shareholdings of
PEs. PEs selected for divestment should be
classified into various categories based on
their special feature and the best price
should be arrived by choosing one or a blend
of share valuation method.

Suraj Walia(2012), in his study analyzes the
impact of global economy on Indian economy
which is one of the fast growing economies of
the world. Various sectors of the Indian
economy are affected by the global recession. To
overcome the global economic crisis, monetary
and fiscal stimulus package are essential. More
transparency is required in the process of setting
bank rate, repo rate, reverse repo rate, CRE, SLR
etc. The RBI must lower the policy rates further
to bring down the cost of funds., The link
between monetary policy and financial stability
need to be understood and more autonomy to the
central bank. The monetary and the fiscal policy
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hoth should be co-ordinated for overall better
performance of Indian economy. India should
make quick and consistent policy which
transmit positive signals to the private sector for
increasing the investment level in the economy.
lHlack money should be brought back and
corruption should be controlled. The protection
ol rural economy increase the purchasing power
ol the population which can help in stabilising
the Indian economy. The amount of budget
deficit should be increased in the field of
infrastructure projects, to increase the overall
performance of Indian CCONOILY.

AK.Sharma and Ashutosh Vashishtha(2007),
they trace the evaluation of Indian financial
market structure and regulation in India. During
the last three decades there has been a growing
interest of economists in analysing the link
between financial structure and financial
stability, India's financial sector has seen major
changes over the past decades.

SECTIONTI
METHODOLOGY
COLLECTION

The annual time series data from the period
ol 1990-91 to 2011-12 has been used to
analyze the impact of Economic Reforms on
social development of people of India . Data
has been divided in to two categories for the
purpose of analysis first from 1990-91 to
2000-01 and 2001-02 to 2011-12 . Two
decades has been compared with the help of
descriptive  statistics (mean, median,
maximum and minimum)and line and bar
charts to compare the progress of economic
relorms and social development in two

AND DATA

decades with the help of certain growth
indicators of Indian economy and to
compare the growth and development of
social and economic status of Aam admi we
used certain measures which indicates the
success or failure of economic reforms in
Indian context .,

VARIABLE FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH

Eleven variables of economic growth has
been used as a proxy of economic reforms,
these variables indicates the impact of
economic reforms on macroeconomic
indicators of country .These variables are
growth rate of gross national product,
growth rate of agriculture and allied
activities as a component of GDP, growth
rate of manufacturing as a component of
GDP | growth rate of service sector as a
component of GDP, Foreign exchange
reserves, Foreign investment as percentage
of GDP, net tax revenue as a percentage of
GDP , Personal Disposable income |, gross
domestic capital formation, Growth rates of
Exports as a percentage of GDP.

VARIABLE USED FOR SOCIO
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF
PEOPLE

To study the success and failure of
economic reforms in Indian context certain
socio economic development indicator are
also used in the study these indicators are
Consumer price Index for industrial workers
, distribution of food grains through public
distribution system ., Governments
expenditure on Health , Education and other
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social welfare and security services
reduction in poverty . These indicators has
been used because these factors directly
impact the living standard and social
development of people.

DATA COLLECTION AND DATA
SOURCE

Secondary data has been used for the
purpose of the study . Required data has
been obtained from  RBI database , budget
documents | oflicial websites of planning
comnussion , economic survey , Central
statistical organizations ministry of
statistics and programme implementation in
India.

SECTIONIII

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRITATION
Table | presents the descriptive statistics of
ceonomic growth indicators of two period
Mean!l , Medianl Max1 and Minl indicate
the mean median minimum and maximum
of  variable in first period i1.e. 1990-91 to
2000-01 and Mean2 . Median2, Max2 and
Min2 median
maximum, minimum of variables in second
period i1e. 201-02 to 2012-13. Gross
National Product , Growth of Agriculture
and Allied Activities , Manufacturing |
Services , personal Disposable income
JForeign Exchange reserves are taken in
amount Bs. Billion taken at factor cost at
current prices with base year 2004-05 and
other variables are taken in percentage of
GDP form.

[T we look at the table we found that mean

indicates the mean , .

Gross National Product was 12,346.48
Billion during the first period which 1s rose
to 48,408.08 during the second nearly four
times in second period Maximum GNP was
19,780.10 but the maximum GNP during the
period reach t0 93,611.13 in 2012 -13 which
is a healthy sign for Indian economy. If we
look at the components of GDP we found
that mean of agricultural and activities it
becomes more than 2.5 times in second
period but in shown an increase of more than
3.5 time for manufacturing and nearly =
times in case of service sectors. Which
clearly shows that in post reform period we
made a tremendous progress In service
sector as compared to manufacturing and
agriculture sector . Manufacturing sector
perform better than agriculture sector . This
indicates the ignorance of policy makers on
agriculture sector . due foreign exchange
reserve increase considerably in second
period mean foreign exchange reserves
were 795.53 In 1990s but they increase up to
9010.48 in second period with a maximum
of 15,882.20in 2012-13but we found a huge
variation in foreign exchange reserves in
second period .if we llok at the situation of
export in post reform era we found tat mean
percentage of exports as a percentage of
GDP in 1990s were 8.37% which was
increase up to 13.33 % in mean terms
maximum exports as a percentage of GDP
was 16.60 % in 16.6 % in2012-13 however
the maximum minimum variation 18 more in
second period. Foreign investment as
percentage of GDP also improve in second
period it rose to 5 % of GDP in 2007-08 but
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alter that foreign investment shows
downward trends except a slit increase of
4.8 % of GDP in 2009-10 due to global
slowdown and political disturbances
Governments tax collection has not
mprove much in post reform era where it
was 046 %in 1990s in mean terms it
increase marginally up to 7.20% in GDP in
second period However maximum
collection of taxes was 8.81 % of GDP in
second period . Personal disposable income

increase up to 38,159.80 billion in mean
terms with a maximum of 71,640.93 hillion
in second period which was just reach
maximum up to 18,314,92 hillion in 2000-
01.Gross domestic capital formation
improves considerably if we compare the
two time periods on mean basis it was
3,333.61 billion in 1990s which increase up
to 16,404.47 billion after 2000-01.
Maximum gross domestic capital formation
reach up to 31,414.65 billion in second

was  11.297.03 bilion in 1990s which  period.
INDICATORS OF MEANL MEDIANL | MAXL MIN1 MEAN2Z MEDIANZ | MAXZ MiN2
ECONOMIC GROWTH ;
GROWTH RATE OF GNP
123648 1196904 | 1978010 | 603451 | 2pam 42 A06.08 8361113 21,5515
“GROWTH RATE oF
AGRICULTURE  AND  ALLIED
ACTIVITIES AS A COMPONENT
OF Gip .
325508 31,2343 460608 | 180303 | 859610 7.797.51 1640838 485,50
GROWTH RATE OF
MANUFACTURING SECTOR AS &
COMPONENT OF GO
135298 200073 30629 | w301 | 725328 683774 12,7966 3,18496
GROWTH RATE OF SERVICE
SECTOR AS A COMPONENT OF
Gop
662017 E17417 1131081 | 3.081.72 | 30391 66 26,083,565 BLATOES 1252887
FOREHG N EXCHANGE RESERVE
705,35 FT0.E2 165913 | 11416 | 90104 B 68232 1588420 197204
GROWTH RATE OF EXPORTS AS
A PERCENTAGE OF GDP
B 8.37 30 9,50 §.50 1333 13.40 15,60 9.40
FOREIGN INVESMENT AS A
PERENTAGE OF GOP
1.09 135 160 | 010 2.89 155 5,00 1.20
MET TAX REVEMUE AS A
PERCENTAGE OF GOP
546 6.40 7.43 5.8 7.0 7.18 8,51 55T
PERSONAL DESPOSARLE
INODNE
15,297.03  J0.877.29 18.314.97 | 547698 | 3815980 | 3328591 TEM093  F01TLE4
GROSS  DOMESTIC CAMTAL |
FORMATION |
333361 31085 | 533834 | 1eds.07 | 1640847 15,314 33 IAWMES 571148
S S e %
% S R R e o




‘ !SSH 22311629

Kiaopiedge
EHACE

A0
G0
L]
1)
300
20
(EH I ‘ |

o

\,Io;q'\f %\H 4 Q;.,H 3 ,,;-q' ,;,th‘ : :,;-;qb D;cP;\ ,,;'.ﬁ% qup;?: .,mus!:?’I Qixd\
SHEC R R

W COHSUEER PRICE INDEX FOR INDUSTRIAL WOHEKERS FROR

14490-91 T4 2007-07

COMSURMER PRICE INDEX FOR INDUSTRIAL W

2006-07 TO 207011

DREERS FRORK

CORSURIER PRICE INDEX FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS FROR

2013-12 T 2012-13

IW stands for ndustrial workers (Source
Central Statistical Office, Ministry of Statistical
and Programme mmplementation, Government
of'india)

(BASE YEAR for 1990-91 to 2006-07 (1882),
for 2007-08 10 201011 (2001, for 2011-12 and
2002-13(2010)

Feonomic relorms leads cconomic growth and
economic growth brings inflationary tendencies
in the economy chart 1 shows the inflationary
tendencies in the from 1990-91 to
2012-13 with the help of consumer price index
for industrial workers. CPI was 193 in 1990-91
it rose to 379 in 2006-07 nearly 200% in
seventeen years . but the price index rose to 180
m 2010-1 from 125 in 2006-07 nearly 44% in

CCOnomy

anid 1
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such a short period of 5 years . and in last two
years consumer price index was 195 for 2011-12
and 227 for the year 2012-13. He picture 15
absolutely clear that inflationary tendencies
getting more worse after 2003-04 than it was in
1990's In last two three years mflationary
lendencies mounting several [actors are
responsible for this Euro Zone erisis , slow down
in Global economy, political concerns in
country, increasing imports of petrol diesel and
gold, decreasing tendency of Indian rupee
against dollar, demand supply gaps and so on..
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Data Source Ministry of Food, Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution , Government of India
Chart2 depicts the government's effort in providing food security to its people. If we compare the
two decades of reform period, period between 1990-91 to 2000-01 the picture shows that
government procurement of food grains increase by 47% from 23.99 million tons to 35.29 million
tons during the period of 1990-91 but the off take of food grains marginally increase by 10.43 % by
adding the total stock of food grains 184.50 % from 15.81 million tons to 44,98 million tones . This
clearly indicates the inefficiency of countries public distribution system. But if look at the statistics
of next decade from 2001-02 to 2012-13 we found that governments procurement increase by
71.66% from 41.75 million tons to 71.67 million tons in 2012-13 and off take of food grains increase
by 100.57 % which shows that during this period governments public distribution system
significantly improves in this period. The position of stock shows that only 17.18 % stock was added
during this period . So if we compare these two decades in terms of procurement and distribution of
food grains to the people we can say that the public distribution system of country gradually
improve after 2000than 1990's .
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Data Source National accounts division , Central Statistical Organization

Chart4 CHART SHOWING THE COMBINED EXPENDITURE OF CENTRAL AND
STATE GOVERNMENT AS A PERCENTAGE OF GDP ON SOCIAL SERVICES

# LxPENAIELIRE il SOULAL SEEREY

11811

CHART 4 AND CHARTS depicts the efforts of government in providing social services such as health,
education ,water supply, housing etc. but the on the name of social services much of the
expenditure incurred on education government expenditure on education increased from 21,914
crore in 1991-92 to 80,985 in 2000-01to 1,58,136 crore in 2007-8 which is a good indicator that
government is putting much efforts in the direction on education but the effort on the health and
other social and welfare services are highly discouraging from 57 per capita in 1991-92 to 336 on
health and 64 per capita to 402 on other sacial security services. If we analyze the trends in fast five
years we found that governments spending was just 5.91% of GDP in 2007-08 which is marginally
increased to 7.09 % in 2012-13 which is a budgeted estimate. All these efforts are not sufficient for
such a huge population of a country whose 30% population still living below poverty lines. Without
providing proper health facility , safe drinking water , housing facilities to the people we cannot
claim the success of economic reforms in Indian context

cHARTS CHART SHOWING THE POVERTY SITUATION IN INDIA IN TERMS
OF NUMBERS AND POVERTY RATIO

PO PP A TICH B R ARTRS
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If we look at the chart 5 we can clearly analyze
the poverty situation in India, poverty ration
was 45,3 % in 1993-94 which is 37.2 % in 2004-
05 which further reduced to 29.8 % in 2009-10,
we can easily conclude that nearly 30% of our
population is still living below poverty line .
After looking this chart we can conclude that in
Indian context reforms are just meant for a
small segment of population which are residing
in urban areas or developed areas or the
population belonging to upper middle class or
high income groups of country .

CONCLUSION

Un the basis of above discussion it can be
concluded that we have made lots of
progress in post reform era our
macroeconomic indicators such as gross
domestic product, per capita income,
imports, exports, gross domestic capital
formation, saving and all that shows positive
signs but if we analyze in real sense we are
stll far behind the target of desired social
well fare in Indian context. Where are so
many positive indicators in post reform era
there are numerous neglected areas such as
we have not put much efforts in agriculture
sectors on which more that 50% of Indian
population depends. Poverty level is still
very high social amenities such as
education. health . proper drinking water |
social security are not reaching to the target
people . We have little improve in our public
distribution system in second period but
much more vet to done to ensure food
security to the people. we have not been able
lo provide quality education training and
skill development to the youth population of
India. Regional inequalities still a major
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problem, developed areas attract more
investment, more employment, better
infrastructure  whereas the position of
backward regions are still a matter of
concern and backward regions still
struggling for attention of policy makers |
Infrastructure is also a area of concern
proper road connectivity, expansion of bank
branches, power and electricity in rural
areas are yet to be done.

We have considered very limited factors of
economic reforms measured in terms of
economic growth factors due to shortage of
time and resources and . And many social
development indicators are not included In
present study such as regional inequality,
infrastructure development, position of
small scale industries, agriculture and rural
credit and so on which can be further
explored m Indian context .
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Recent Application of I'T and Communication

Networks in Banking

Abstract

Inchia's banking sector is currently valued at
Rs 81 trillion (US$ 1.31 trillion). Last few
decades witnessed the proliferation of
financial reforms, liberalization and
globalization of Indian economy coupled
with rapid revolution in information
technology (IT). It has the potential to
become the fifth largest banking industry in
the world by 2020 and the third largest by
2025, according to an industry report. The
business applications of various tools of IT
have bought a paradigm shift in banking
sector around the globe. Banking sector is
now no more conlined to the narrower
territory of a particular region, state or a
country. The face of Indian banking has
changed over the years. Banks are now
reaching out to the masses with technology
to facilitate greater case of communication,
and transactions are carried out through the
Internet and mobile devices.

[ntroduction of computerized application
hias bought a new concept of click banking
{popularly known as intemet banking or
clectronic banking). Indian banking
industry, the backbone of Indian economy, is
the second largest spender to the I'T which is
surcly in the line of current needs for

Parliament passing the Banking Laws
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: Ms Ritu Tiwari
Head, Dept of Economics,
D.AK.M.V, Nagpur,
rseasons@yahoo.com

(Amendment) Bill and that will likely
change the scenario of the sector. The bill
allows the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
make final guidelines on issuing new bank
licenses. This could lead to a greater number
of banks in the country; the style of
operation could also evelve with the
integration of modern technology into the
industry.

The application of IT in banking sector
provides enormous benefits to the banks as
well as its consumers. Butthe flip side of this
changed financial landscape from brick
banks to click banks; the traditional banking
risks have also been exacerbated. In this
reference, the present study painstakingly
attempts to bestow the evolution of
computenzation of banking sector in India.
It analyses some of the recent IT
applications and associated nisks with such
applications.

Keywords: Banking sector, Benefits, IT
applications, Obstacles

Introduction

The 21" century will bring about an all-
embracing convergence of computing,
communications, information and
knowledge. Advent of information




ISEM 2231-1629

25,-% KnoWIedge

technology and cyber devices heralded a
new world and bought tremendous change
in all the sectors of the economy. This
explosion of technology is changing the
banking industry from paper and branch
banks to' digitized and networked banking
services, This will radically change the way
work, and think. It is now
fundamentally changing the delivery
systems banks use to interact with their
customers. Banking sector always stand at
the forefront of the economy and innovation
has paramount concern to the application of
modern technical devices.

we  live,

Electronic delivery channels, ATMs, variety
ol cards, web-based banking, and mobile
bunking are the names of few outcomes of
the process of automation and
computerization in Indian banking sector.
Technical mventions, automation and IP
based network have amplified bank's
productivity and efficiency manifold. This
has further led to the move from brick
banking to concept of 'click banking'. The
present paper attempts to analyze the
applications of I'T in banking sector.

Recent I'T Applications and
Banks Transformation

Information Technology is a concomitant
for promoting the growth and development
ol economy. Globalization and
liberalization have fuelled the applicability

of [T in banking sector. These Advances in
technology are allowing for delivery of
banking products and services more
conveniently and effectively than ever
before - thus creating new bases of
competition.

Jeevan (2000) pointed out that with rigid
controls giving way to deregulation; banks
are gearing up their communications
infrastructure to obtain a competitive edge
from E-Banking, which is fast becoming-a
reality in India. They have given banks a
potential they could only dream about and
have given bank customers high
expectations.

The changes that new technologies have
brought to banking are enormous in their
impact on officers, employees, and
customers of banks. IT applications in
business have bought tremendous change in
cost and access equation. It has made
banking products and services affordable
and accessible even to remote areas at no
loss of tune.

The Electronic Banking Group of the Basel
Committee on Banking Supervision (2003)
has noted that continuing technological
innovation and competition among existing
banking organizations and new entrants
have allowed for a much wider array of
banking products and services to become
accessible and delivered to retail
wholesale customers through an electronic

and
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distribution channel collectively referred to
as e-banking.

Some of the recent IT devices may be
described as follows:

Automated Teller Machine (ATM):
Presently, there are over 61,000 ATMs in
India. Savings Bank customers can
withdraw cash from any bank terminal up to
5 times in a month without being charged for
ATM is perhaps most
revolutionary aspect of virtual banking. It is
a self vendor machine providing excess of
transaction services to the customers of bank
around the clock. Installation of ATMs, offer
non-stop case withdrawal,
remittances and inquiry facilities.
Networking of computerized branches
inter-city and intra-city will permit
customers of these branches, when
interconnected, to transact from any of these
branches.

the same.

customers

The facility to use ATM is provided through
plastic cards with magnetic strip containing
information about the customer as well as
the bank. In today's world ATMs are the
most useful tool to ensure the concept of
"Any Time Banking" and "Any Where

Banking”. Many banks are now installing
ATMs even off-site for wider reach at lower
cost. ATM usually have shared network
which is beneficial for both big as well as
small banks. The Indian Bank Association
introduced "Swadhan" (a shared ATM
network of public sector and some private
sector banks) for the shared payments.

ATMs are ideally suited to sell paper-based
products and services such as tickets,
wireless phone recharge cards, financial
products, etc. The screen interface allows
browsing and customization, access to bank
accounts facilitate payments and printing
capabilities produce the actual
product/service. Most banks provide this
service through bi-lateral arrangements with
bill-payment service providers. ATM users
register their water, electricity and telephone
utility accounts with banks, check their dues
at ATMs, approve bill payments that are
debited to their bank accounts and receive
printed receipts for the transactions. This
service has the effect of improving customer
satisfaction for both the bank as well as the
bill-payment service providers.

Table: 1.1 Automated teller machines (ATMs) (per 100,000 adults)

Country 2009 2010 2011 2012
India 531 127 B.86 11.21
China 19.77 24.76 30.29 37.51
US.A. 173 = -—— —--
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According to the report published by the
World Bank 1f you look at India today, we
have about 12 ATMs per million of the
population. In comparison, China has over
38 machines per million and the US has 173
ATMs per million. So ATM penetration is
very low but then even bank penetration is
low in India; 50% of the population is
unbanked. This is in sharp contrast with
other emerging economies. But by 2017, we
are expecting ATM population in India to be
400,000 compared with around 140,000 at
present. This will be largely driven by banks
going to rural areas and government
initiatives such as direct benefit transfer.

Challenges:

Phe biggest challenge that we face while
deploying ATMs in India is the availability
of power. So we use solar power in certain
pockets. Another challenge is
environmental conditions. We have
machines which work in even 45 degrees
Celsius temperature.

The other aspect is security. As ATM
penetration increases, there will be chances
of frauds and crimes. Even now we see some
rudimentary crime happening such as
thieves picking up machines: so we now bolt
machines to the ground. We have also seen
some sophisticated crime happening such as
card skimming, wherein your card data gets
compromised. From the technology
perspective, we are coming up with anti-
skimming devices.

R
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Tele Banking:

Tele-bank 1s a 24-hour service through
which inquiries regarding balances and
transactions in the account can be made over
the phone. Tele banking is based on voice
processing technology provided by
specialized software. This software
identifies the wvoice of the caller and
responds back to him. This facility is
primarily used to enquire account balances
and summary of transactions. At present this
technology 1s in nascent stage and under the
process of enrichment,

Electronic Clearing & Settlement
System:
The most common media of receipts and
payment through banks are negotiable
instruments like cheques. These instruments
could be used in place of cash. The inter
bank cheques could be realized through
clearing house systems. Initially there was a
manual system of clearing but the growing
volume of banking transaction emerged into
the necessity of automating the clearing
process. Automated Clearing System (ACS)
processed with Magnetic Ink Character
Recognition (MICR) and Optic Character
Recognition (OCR).

MICR overcomes the limitation of clearing
the cheques within banking hours and thus
enables the customer to get the credit
quickly. OCR further eliminates the manual
encoding of cheques. Further instead of
presenting the negotiable instrument
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physically, the presenting banker may also send its electronic copy through the system
known as "Truncation System'. However, in the lines of Banker's Book Evidence Act the
physical presentation of instrument is also required in case of any dispute.

Table 1,2: ECS transaction in Rs. Crores

[tems 2005-06 | 200607 2007-08 | 2008-09 20089-10 2010-11 201112
TECS Credit 32324 | 83,27 782222 | 97.487  1,17833 1,81686 |2,07.275
FCS debit 12986 25 441 48937 66,976 69,819 73,646 83,494

MNational Electronic Funds

Transfer (NEFT) System

In November 2005, a more secure system
was introduced for facilitating one-to-one
funds transfer requirements of individuals /
corporates. Available across a longer time
window, the NEFT system provides for
batch settlements at hourly intervals, thus
cnabling near real-time transfer of funds.
Certain other unique features viz. accepting
cash for originating transactions, initiating
transfer requests without any minimum or
maximum amount limitations, facilitating
onc-way transfers to Nepal, receiving
confirmation of the date / time of credit to
the account of the beneficiaries, etc., are
available in the system.

Real Time Gross Settlement
(RTGS) System
RTGS is a funds transfer systems where

transfer of money takes place from one bank
to another on a "real time" and on "gross”
basis. Settlement in "real time" means
payment transaction is not subjected to any
waiting period. "Gross settlement” means
the transaction is settled on one to one basis
without bunching or netting with any other
transaction. Once processed, payments are
final and irrevocable. This was introduced in
in 2004 and settles all inter-bank payments
and customer transactions above * 2 lakh.
“With its advanced liquidity and queue
management features, the new RTGS
system is expected to significantly improve
the efficiency of financial markets,” Mr.
Rajan said while inaugurating the 15O
20022-compliant system. It has become the
backbone for settlement of large value
payments. In 2012-13, RTGS handled 68.52
million transactions of value Rs.1026
trillion with a growth rate of 24% in volume
terms.
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Country Y ear System Network Operator Shape of Message flow
Structure
Belgium 1996 ELLIPS SWIFT Y
France 1997 TBF SWIFT Y
Germany 1988 EIL-ZV CB v
Italy 1997 BI-REL S1A vV
Japan 1988 BOJ-NET CB A%
Netherlands | 1997 TOP CB/ACH Y
Sweden 1986 RIX CB v
Switzerland | 1987 SIC Telekurs | AG W
UK 1984 CHAPS CHAPS L
LSA 1918 Fed wire CB V

NEFT 15 an electronic fund transfer system
that operates on a Deferred Net Settlement
{(DNS) basis which settles transactions in
batches. In DNS, the settlement takes place
with all transactions received till the
particular cut-off time. These transactions
are netted (payable and receivables) in
NEFT whereas in RTGS the transactions are
settled individually. For example, currently,
NEFT operates in hourly batches.

[ There are twelve settlements from 8 amto 7
pm on week days and six settlements from 8
am to 1 pm on Saturdays.] Any transaction
initiated after a designated settlement time
would have to wait till the next designated
settlement time Contrary to this, in the
RTGS transactions are processed
continuously throughout the RTGS business
hours. RTGS contribute
substantially to limiting payment system
risks. With their continuous intraday final

systems can

B

transfer capability, RTGS systems are able
to minimize or even eliminate the basic
interbank risks in the settlement process.
More specifically, RTGS can substantially
reduce the duration of credit and liquidity
gxposures. To the extent that sufficient
covering funds are available at the time of
processing, seftlement lags will approach
zero and so the primary source of risks in
interbank funds transfers can be eliminated.

Costs of the RTGS system: liquidity
requirements

The benefits of RTGS, however, entail costs.
In order to avoid gridlock, payments system
participants will need liquidity (e.g., large
clearing balances at the central bank or
correspondent banks or collateral to secure
intraday credit). Gridlock, in the case of a
funds transfer system, occurs when the
failure of some transfer instructions to be
executed prevents a substantial number of

R
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other instructions from other participants
from being executed. A liquidity constraint
in an RTGS environment has two basic
Le., it
constraint for settling funds transfers, and
intraday  Liquidity requirements must be
funded by central bank money. Banks must
therefore have sufficient balances in their
central bank accounts throughout the
processing day. The intraday liquidity
requirements under an RTGS system
depend critically on: (a) the structure of the
financial markets and systems (e.g., the
adequacy of private sector sources of
liquidity, the amount of collateral/secunities
available, reserve requirements); and (b) the
central bank's policy regarding the provision
of intraday credit. The means by which
intraday liquidity is provided can
significantly affect the extent to which
immediate, or at least timely, final
settlement occurs. Ultimately, it can
influence the balance between the potential
benefits and costs of RTGS systems.

characteristics, 15 a continuous

Impactof RTGS

It is expected that some traditional products
like cash management for corporate
customers and traditional money transfer
systems among branches may lose their
significance with the RTGS in place and
banks may have to design other innovating
products for their customers. While a
demand draft takes about 7 days, it takes
about 1-2 days under EFT which is available
in 134 cities.

The system was launched on March 26,
2004 (on pilot basis by involving 4 banks)
by RBI for large value transactions for banks
and their clients. RBI expects 120 scheduled
commercial banks and primary dealers to
become part of the real time gross settlement
system by June 2004. Nearly 3000 bank
branches across 275 cities/towns in India are
expected to go live on this online funds
transfer system.

Debit and Credit Clearing System:

Debit clearing system is a service commonly
used for making payments in lieu of utility
services like telephone bill or payment of
electricity bill. Under this system, customer
authorizes the service provider to debit his
bank account periodically for the units
consumed by him. This authority letter is
being submitted by the service provider to
the respective bank which makes payments
on due date. Periodical payment to a large
number of groups by the customer is usually
made by credit clearing system. Under this
system customer hands over the amount and
the list of proposed recipient to the bank who
further makes payment on customer's
behalt. This service 1s mainly used by
corporate houses for making periodic
payment of dividend or interest. Such
electronic clearing systems bring savings in
terms of efforts as well as cost to all concern
parties.

Society for Worldwide Inter-bank
Financial Telecommunications (SWIFT):

e
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SWIFT as a cooperative society formed in
1973 with 239 member banks from 15
countries. It provides highly cost effective,
reliable, secure and rapid mode of
transmitting financial messages worldwide.
The network was upgraded in 80s and its
revised version is SWIFT II. SWIFT
provides 24x7 hour services to the financial
institutes and the selected range of its users.
[t ensures its users against any loss of
mutilation against transmission.

Bank Net:

Bank net is the first communication network
established by Reserve Bank of India in
1991, This network allows the flow of coded
messages Irom one place to another at no
loss of time. It is of great use in foreign
exchange dealings and settlement of
transactions. Bank net has two phases viz.,
Bank net I and Bank net I1. It also facilitates
the use of SWIF Technology for
transmission of financial information
relating to foreign exchange, interest, debit-
credit transactions etc. Online money
transfers and money credited directly to an
account are the second preferred mode of
inward remittances in India, rising to 22 per
cent in fiscal 2013 from 14 per cent in 2009,
according to an RBI report. "While
electronic wires/SWIFT continue to be the
dominant mode of transferring remittances
by overseas Indians, in the recent period,
there has been a significant increase in the
share of remittances transmitted through
direct transfer to bank accounts and through

S R SR

online mode," the report stated.

The revenue of Indian banks increased four-
fold from USS 11.8 billion to USS 46.9
billion in the period 20012010, In that phase,
the profit after tax raised about nine-fold
from USS 1.4 billion to USS 12 billion.
Banking Index with the Sensex (Bankex)
that tracks the performance of primary
banking sector stocks grew at a compounded
annual growth rate (CAGR) of nearly 20 per
cent over the period 20032012 . Total number
of onsite and offsite ATMs of Indian Banks
reached 100042 in July 2012.

Recent Developments

The central banks of Japan and India have
agreed to a proposal that expands the
maximum amount of the Bilateral Swap
Arrangement (BSA) between the two
countries to US $50 billion. The agreement
is for a three-year period (201215); the
previous size of the BSA was US §$15
million, The new agreement will enable the
two countries to swap their local currencies

against the US dollar for an amount up to
US$50 billion.

Public sector banks will soon offer
customers insurance products from different
companies as against products from one
company. The finance ministry has asked
public sector banks to become nsurance
brokers instead of corporate agents. This
move was one of the steps stated by finance
minister Mr P Chidambaram in early 2013,
asaway o increase insurance penetration.
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Mobile Banking System:

Mobile phones as a medium for
providing banking services have been
attaining increased importance. Reserve
Bank brought out a set of operating
gutdelines on mobile banking for banks in
October 2008, according to which only
banks which are licensed and supervised in
India and have a physical presence in India
are permitted to offer mobile banking after
obtaining necessary permission from
Reserve Bank. In case of mobile banking,
the banking services are provided to the
customers having the credit card accounts
with bank.

In mobile banking, the services are
provided by the association of banks and
cellular service providers through SMS or
WAP enabled mobile instruments. HDFC
bank, ICICI bank and Citi banks are offering
mobile banking in India in association with
cellular service provider such as Orange Tel,
Aurtel, Sky Cell and BPL mobile. These
technical devices have improved the level of
efficiency and profitability of banks. And
cnable them to meet the new challenges. The
emerging applications of IT enable banks to
process increased volume of customer's
requirements more efficiently and rapidly.

Il application in banking sector is now
alimost substituting conventional brick and
mortar banking system. However, the
application of IT is not freeform the
obstacles and risks. These obstacles and
risks may be summarized in the following
section. The guidelines focus on systems for
security and inter-bank transfer
s —
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arrangements through Reserve Bank's
authorized systems.

On the technology front the objective is to
enable the development of inter-operable
standards so as to facilitate funds transfer
from one account to any other account in the
same or any other bank on a real time basis
irrespective of the mobile network a
customer has subscribed to. The mobile
payments in 2012-13 have reached 53.30
million in volume terms and * 59.90 billion
in value terms. The growth rate in 2012-13
has been 108% in volume and 229% in value
terms. The volume of electronic transactions
has mereased to 1.7 billion in 2012-13 from
I.2billionin 2011-12, indicating a growth of
36 percent.

The total value of electronic transactions has
increased to * 1212.37 trillion in 2012-13
from ' 967.52 trillion in 2011-12 registers a
growth of 25.31 per cent. In the year 2012-
13, the share of electronic payments in the
overall non-cash payments, at 56.4 per cent,
has surpassed the paper based payment
systems. During the previous year (2011-
12) the electronic payments represented
48.2 per cent of over-all non-cash payments.
The trend clearly indicates nising consumer
acceptance for the e-modes of payments.
Evolution of IT usage in Banking
Industry:

Indian banking sector opened its door for
computerized applications and development
of communication network basically due 1o
the sheer compulsion and necessity to cope

up demand from its customers from
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different countries. Increasing number of
bank branches, growing volume of banking
operations, problems inherent in manual
system and increasing incidence of frauds
made it imperative for banks to signalize
favorable response for the need of hour.

During the first phase of introduction
computer applications in banking, around
4776 Advanced Level Posting Machines
{ALPMs}and 233 minicomputers have been
installed. In 1993, employeces of banks
signed agreement with management
regarding computerization of banking
industry in India. Committees headed by C.
Rangarajan have given landmark reports
strongly recommending the IT applications
in banking business.

In 1994 Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
constituted a committee for technical up
gradation of the banks. The committee
worked with the representation of different
members from banks, technical institutions
and government. Based on the
recommendations of the committee the
Institute for Development and Research in
Banking Technology (IDRBT) was
established in 1996. The core research areas
of the institute include financial network,
application architecture, web based
technology, payment system, multimedia,
data mining, data warchousing and risk
management. In 1999 the collaborative
efforts of IDRBT and RBI developed a
satellite based wide area network known as

B Co

Indian Financial Network Very Small
Aperture Terminal (VSATSs) located in 127
cities of the country and utilizes one full
transponder on INSAT 3B. Realizing the
importance of payment system RBI
constituted an operational group and
payment systern advisory committee in
2000. The prime task assigned to the
commiftee was to develop an efficient and
well-integrated system which could serve
the purpose of Real Time Gross Settlement.

Drawbacks:

Early experiences with electronic
commerce in the banking industry, which
has been a pioneer in the use of electronic
systems, can be used to learn of some
potential dangers and issues to be taken into
account.

The use of Automated Teller
Machines and electronic home banking
systems has increasingly allowed customers
to bank outside of traditional bank facilities,
for most of their usual transactions. This was
consistent with the cost-savings strategy of
banks, which discovered that
electronic transactions were about seven
times less costly compared to the manual
handling of these transactions by a bank
teller. Nevertheless, the fact that customers'
only contact with their banks was through
(rather unsophisticated) electronic
interfaces, and the major difficulties in
integrating the legacy systems of a typical
bank, prevented banks in many cases from
selling additional products to customers

maost
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{cross-selling). In some European markets,
the insurance companies took opportunity
ol that to grab business from banks, selling
savings products to customers through their
extensive distribution network. Similarly,
the decrecase in human interaction with
customers could also lead to a less
sophisticated understanding of their needs,
as they're not always able to express
comments, criticisms or requests for new
products while interacting with machines.

This should lead to a design of
clectronic commerce systems which
incorporate capabilities for customer
understanding and for proactive selling of
new products. Electronic business
transactions can only be successful 1f
financial exchanges between buyers and
sellers can occur in a simple, universally
accepted, safe and cheap way. Various
systems have been proposed, some of them
based on traditional mechanisms (e.g. credit
cards accounts) while others rely on new
designs, such as electronic money. The key
here will be to find a few widely accepted
mechanisms, which can be used by most
actors. The recent agreement between
MasterCard and Visa on one security
standard lor credit card transactions over the
Internet, and its backing by most major
software vendors is one step in the right
direction, This doesn't diminish the need for
more specialized systems, for instance to
allow micro transactions, the exchange of
very small amounts of money (a few cents)
in exchange for information or services.
These new payment mechanisms will in turn

e S

enable new business models such as pay-
per-article newspapers.

The usage of IT in banking sector
has bought ample number of benefits to
banks as well as its customers. But at the flip
side of changing financial landscape from
brick to click banking, the application of IT
in banking, exacerbates traditional banking
risks and raised many threats to banking
authorities. These amplified risks persist
even if the system uses closed networks
instead of open networks (as in case of
closed network programs also, the
possibility of insecure telephone
connections, password violations, and
system attacks exist). Lockett and Littler
(1997) also identified risk as a very crucial
aspect of electronic banking. The risk
involved in using I'T in banking operations
include security risk, legal risks, strategic
risk, money laundering risk, reputation risk
etc.

Some other obstacles associated
with IT applications include requirement of
heavy investment in hardware and software
with comparative long gestation period. It
may lead to problems concerning cost
control, mtegration of traditional system to
new system and chances of excess capacity.
Further due to the exponential growth in the
number of technical inventions, there is
always a fear of getting the implemented
technique outdated shortly. Conclusion
References Information technology offers
enormous potential and emancipated
various opportunities to the banking sector.
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It provides cost-effective. rapid and
systematic provision of services to the
CUSTOIMECTs.

I'T" and communication networking
system have crucial impact on money,
capital and foreign exchange market.
However, extensive adoption of IT
techniques may excavate the conventional
banking risks. Large scale computerization
may also require huge investment in
hardware and software and subsequent
maintenance. The fear of being outdated due
to the rapid technical innovations further
lcads to some obstacle in adaptability.

Banks should educate its customers
regarding precautionary measures and
Irame suitable guidelines for safety
Banks should have a clear
strategy driven from the top and should
ensure proper management of risks involved
in_internet banking through adopting
effective policies, procedures, and
controlling measures. Policy makers and
supervisors must continuously assess the
existing framework and should introduce
required modification in it. In order to make
best possible use of prevalent techniques
domestic requirements are also subject to be
analyzed by the regulators. To avoid the
probability of failure regularly monitoring
of 1ts functions regular security trials are
also required. Banks must ensure proper
back-up and recovery plans so as to ensure
full faith in technology.

mMeasures.,

Conclusion:

Applications of IT in banks enables

R

s R

sophisticated product development, reliable
techniques for risk management, brings
transparency to the system and helps
banking sector reach geographically distant
and diversified markets.

The banks would need to put in
place proper safeguards to ensure that the
systems are optimally used. The banks
going in for this incentive programme would
have to put in place an appropriate
Information Security (IS) and access policy

The access policy should at the
minimum cover:

(i) monitoring the operations of the
system;

(11) access to authorized users, the roles
and access rights of each of the authorized
users are well defined;

(i1i) Ensuring that the system is used for
the purpose for which it has been provided.
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kffect of Surrounding and Gender On

The Verbal Fluency And Scholastic Achievement.

Abstract:

Since a larger part of sensory input comes
from environment, development and growth
of various psychological [unctions should
be shaped by the characteristics of
environment in which a developing
organism is placed and to which 1t 1s
Effect of deprivation on the
development at wvaried psychological
functions could be seen in studies conducted

exposed.

on animals as well as human beings also.
Psyvchological impact of deprivation have
their roots in three interrelated areas, viz,
animal studies on learning and motivation.
researches on children reared in “restricted™
either in geographically
remote isolated arcas or
stimulating environment of institutionalized

cnviromment,
and i non-
children and sensory deprivation researches.
[t 15 apparent that deprivation stands for
certain deficiencies in the environment
which are not only there but are also
experienced as such by the individual. In

psychological literature, however
deprivation has been frequently used as an

cripirical variable to account for a variety of

behavioral characteristics observed in
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controlled laboratory studies as well as in
natural settings. In the present study, two
types of Residential were
discriminated, urban and the other rural. By
urban, here it is meant, the city area, where
almost all the and
facilities are available. The rural area means

arca

modern amenities

the village area, which is yet far away from
the modern amenities and facilities. The
concept of verbal fluency has received
considerable attention during the last thirty
years in the field of mental testing. In
addition to verbal comprehension, this i1s
another verbal factor that has been found in
numerous studies. In contrast to wverbal
comprehension this is concerned with the
understanding of words.

Introduction:

Effect of deprivation on the
development at varied psychological
functions could be seen in studies
conducted on animals as well
human beings also. Psychological
impact of deprivation have their roots
in three interrelated areas, viz, animal
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studies on learning and motivation,
rescarches on children reared in
"restricted" environment, either in
geographically remote and isolated
arcas or in non-stimulating
environment imstitutionalized

children and sensory deprivation

of

rescarches.

It 1s apparent that deprivation
stands for certain deficiencies in the
environment which are not only there
but are also experienced as such by
the individual. In psychological
literature, however deprivation has
becen [requently used as an
cxplanatory construct as well as an
empirical variable to account for a
varicty of bechavioral characteristics
observed in controlled laboratory
studics as well as in natural settings.

In the present study two types
Residential areas were
discriminated, urban and the other
rural. By urban, here it meant, the city
arca where almost all the modern
amenitics and facilities are available.
The rural arca means the village area,

of

which is yet faraway from the modern
amecnities and facilities.

VERBALFLUENCY':

The concept of verbal fluency has
received considerable attention
during the last thirty years in the field
of mental testing. In addition to verbal
comprehension this is another verbal
factor that has been found in
numerous studies. In contrast to
verbal comprehension which s
concerned with the understanding of
words, the factor at verbal fluency is
usually defined in
"production of words",

Guilform (1959) speaks of four
fluency factors are namely, ward
fluency, ideational fluency,
associational fluency and
expressional fluency.

terms of

Sex

Males tend to excel in speed and co-
ordination of gross bodily movements,
spetial orientation and other spetial
aptitudes, mechanical comprehension and
arithmetic reasoning females tend to surpass
males in manual derity, perceptual speed
and accuracy,
computation verbal fluency and other tasks

memory numerical

mvolving the mechanics of language. This
may explain the fact why the girls have
better verbal fluency than boys.
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Scholastic Achievement :

Man has too many achievements to
his credits in the fields of language,
literature, arts, science, religion, philosophy
ete. But at the same time we can not forget
the fact that all men are not equally acquired
with the same capacity and capability and
the lortunate few have the opportunity to
develop themselves to the highest level and
achieve what many others are unable to do
even il the same facility of education is
being provided to them. The varied
differences in the field educated man
scholastic achievements are the glared
examples of such dispanties.

AIM :

The aim of the present investigation
15 to study the effect surroundings and
gender on verbal fluency scholastic
achievement and intelligence.

Objectives Of Study:

The main objective of the present
study 1s to estimate the effect at degree of
Deprivation on verbal fluency and
scholastic achievement.

l.  To measure verbal fluency of girls and
boys.
2. loestimate the effect of Deprivation on

Scholastic achievement.

3. To study the intelligence level of

childrenas itis to be kept constant.

4.  'Tostudy the effect of deprivation on the
various measures of verbal fluency and
scholastic achievement, when the factor of
intelligence is kept constant.

Methodology

Academic achievements as well as
verbal fluency are the central concepts in the
area of educational psychology. Predicting
academic achievement and verbal fluency
of the students is a major task before the
educational psychologists and as such the
researchers 1n this field have focused their
attention to explain the relationship of
acadenuc achievement and verbal fluency to
various psychological variables,

Statement Of The Problems :

Effect of surroundings and gender
on the vyerbal fluency measures and
scholastic achievements of higher
secondary school children.

Hypothesis :
1. Depnivation affects significantly the
verbal fluency.

2. Residential area affects significantly
the wverbal
achievement. >

fluency and scholastic

3.  Deprivation effects significantly the
scholastic achievement.
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Sample:

The sample for the present study was
selected from the following schools. The
one from rural and the other two from urban
AlrCas.

A total of 300 Ss were tested in this
study but due to certain reasons only 272 Ss
were retained in the final sample.

Primarily because of incomplete
answers given by the Ss, to the tests
admimstered on them most of the 28 Ss were
deleted,

The data were collected by stratitied
random sampling method. The Ss were
studying in 8" or 9" grade. These grades
were chosen, because it was thought that
their verbal fluency will be completely
developed.

The age range of the subjects was
between 12 to 15 years. The ratio of 1:1 was
maintained with 136 girls and 136 boys.

Data Collection on Devices ;

The following data collection
devices were used to carry out the
study.

1. Verbal fluency test.
2. Prolonged Deprivation scale by Mishra
and Tripathi.

3. Scholastic achievement scores,

Verbal Fluency Test :

The test 1s useful to measure
word fluency, ideational fluency,
associational
substitute fluency.

fluency and

Culture Fare Intelligence Test :

The test includes in all four
kinds of figure tests. For every
testt specific time 1s allotted, for
giving replies.

Prolonged Deprivation Scale :

It measures deprivation in 15 areas.
namely Housing conditions, Home
environment, Economic sufficiency, Food
clothing, Formal educational experiences
childhood experiences, Rearing experiences
parental charactenistics, interaction with
parents, Motivational experiences,
Emotional experiences, Religious
experiences, travel and recreation, and
miscellaneous socio-cultural experiences,

Scholastic Achievement :

The average of the percentage
of marks obtained in the test two
consecutive [inal examinations by the
subjects was treated as the measure of
scholastic achievement.

R = o
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DESIGN :
The eight classified groups can
be visualised as follows :

Al = Rural Area (Higna)

A2 Urban Area (Nagpur)

131 Male

B2 = Female

Cl1 lLow prolonged
deprivation

C2 [figh prolonged
deprivation

STATISTISTICALANALYSIS :
Verbal fluency is a multidimensional
phenomenon, and it has been influenced by

various [actors. To evaluate, the effect of

cach of the influencing factors appropriate
statistical data are necessary.
First, the data were treated by

descriptive statically measures like mean
and standard deviation.

Standard deviation indicates the
deviation of the mean values ranging on
either side that is it could be positive (+) or
negative (-). The lower results of the verbal
fluency and scholastic achievement
regarding. Higher wvalues of standard
deviation represents lower reliability.
However for the further analysis higher
order statistical methods like 'F' test and
Analysis of variance were used.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In view of the residential, area, scx
and degree of deprivation of the Ss, eight
classified groups were formed. To obtain a
general picture of the relative performance
of these groups first the data were treated by
mean and standard deviations. These values
are show table showing means and standard
deviations of various measures of fluency.

Groups WEF AF SF IF SF
RIFH X 15.71 2.09 4.85 10.53 40 52
S 8.73 2.02 2.00 498 5.89
REN X 19.56 2.59 5.09 13.26 52.68
= .54 2.41 2.29 4.77 5.48
RMH X 3756 332 547 12.79 51.29
S 938 3.24 2.87 8.32 633

SRR
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(roups WF AF SF IF sF
RMN X 20.76 4.18 7.59 13.15 45.00
5 6.4] 2.26 362 6.42 5.10
UFH X 18.89 232 5.88 11.85 48.26
5 6.13 212 321 5.49 587
UFN X 18.74 4.26 521 12.60 51.50
S 5.97 4.13 241 5.62 330
LUMH X 17.09 6.59 5.50 12.18 49.9]
5 5.8 3.1 2.31 4.13 5.69
UMN X 18.50 6.21 5.44 12.03 3150
S 6.68 j.62 277 5.23 4,88

It 15 an established fact that the girls are
superior to boys in verbal fluency, and better
living and cultural background do help in
improving word fluency. The findings of the
study however, go contrary to this
assumption. Deprived rural males (RMH)
are seen having the highest work fluency
score, while highly deprived rural female
have poorest work fluency, The relative
positions of the eight classified groups on
work fluency measure are depicted.

Associational fluency (AF) is
relatively more difficult than work fluency
(WF). Though strong associations were
found earlier (1959 and Guilford and
Hefiner, 1971) the findings of this study do
not support it. The two groups highly
deprived urban males (UMH) and non
deprived urban males (UMN), who are

included in the lower half of the WF
distribution, are seen having the highest
scorers of AF. However, the fact cannot be
ignored that the poorest WF group (highly
deprived rural female (RFH) the last
position with respect to AF measure.

The third measure substitution
fluency (SF) yielded results that are much in
congruence with WF results. The RFH
group that was poorest in both WF and AF
measures is found poorest in 3F scores also.
And the highest scorer in WF scored high in
=F.

Another important measure of
fluency was ideational fluency (IF). Despite
the fact that the RFH group, whose
performance was poorest on the ecarliest
three measures and in IF also, the RFH
group occupies the last position, these donot

g R MR
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appear o have strong association with the
other measures of fluency. But the fact
cannot be ignored that. The best scorers of
WF to a greater extent scored
considerably.

also

The descriptive measure though

provided good mlormatory measures, at a
glance 11 15 not possible to the relative
positions of this groups with respect to
differemt measures of fluency. Hence, the
data are graphically presented.
As depicted in the figures. the different
measures of verbal fluency seem to be
poorly associated with the independent
variable used in the study. However, there is
only one exception to this generalization
and that is the AF measure. Though the
relative position of each of the eight
classified groups 1s clear from these figures,
these do not appear any systematic trend,
which again points out that to a considerable
extent the VF measures are independent of
the variables of this study, Corresponding
to area of residence, sex and degree of
deprivation respectively, when considered
independently proved neghgible effective
with respect to WF measure. The three mean
Ss corresponding to these effects are non
significant.

The three factors area of residence,
sex and degree of deprivation are mostly
unrelated to the [F. The mean sum of square
of main as well as interaction effects are non
significant indicating that the differences in

the IF scores of classified groups are
negligible can be attributed to chance only.
The finding of the present study on
the whole bring out the facts that some of the
measures of verbal fluency are strongly
associated to the area of residence and sex of
the Ss but the degree of deprivation has very
poor effect on the different VF measures.

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

On the basis of the findings the
tollowing conclusions are drawn.

1. Area of residence has negligible eflect
on the word fluency measure, so also the
degree of deprivation and sex.

2. The substitution fluency appears to be
function of sex differences.

3. Ideational fluency was seen mostly
unrelated to the area of residence sex and
degree of deprivation.

a) The children must necessarily be
made familiar to the varied audio-visual
stimuli.

b) The exposure should be more
frequent.

¢) Since, the verbal fluency is a key
factor in most of the verbal mtelligence
test, the adequate training to increase
verbal fluency might help in improving
verbal fluency as well as intelligence.

On the whole it can be suggested that
if proper training and congenial atmosphere
is provided to the children the verbal {luency
can be easily enhanced.
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?_‘\Eira(l C. Chaudhuri: The Master of Scholarly Style ;

Ajiet R. Jachak

(Assistant Professor of English, Bar. Sheshrao Wankhede Mahavidyalaya, Mohpa)

Abstract

Nirad €, Chaudhuri evolved two
distinet prose styles when a writer generally
has only one, He does not just describe his
personal experiences but goes on to analyse
them. His descriptive ability displays his
profound reading and logical thinking. His
language is marked by concreteness of
diction. The words that he employs for the
communication of his thought are always
and
Humour is also predominantly present in
works. He employs
personification, exaggeration, climax and
other figures of speech which lend grace to
his writing, He exhibits his great scholarship
in the employment of images borrowed
from a very wide range of knowledge. His
writings are studdéd with astounding
literary allusions. He has a unique and
inimitable style. His
English language has given a new
dimension to the Indian-English prose.

precise, never vague or obscure.

[ antithesis,

treatment of the

Key Words :
Chaudhuri.
Introduction

Scholarly Style, Nirad C.

Nirad . Chaudhuri is one of the
grcatest intellectuals, thinkers and artists of
stylistic endowments. He exposes the evils
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of caste system, religious rituals,
superstitions, colour consciousness, Hindus'
practice of religion, and political ethos. He
irrational, unconventional
views on Hinduism, Indian History and
Civilization also. Hence he is a social critic,
Tara Sinha says: “He [Nirad C. Chaudhuri]
is essentially a and it is
essentially social pathology of the Hindu
community that interests him”(Sinha 37).

expresses  his

social critic

Chaudhuri evolved two distinct
prose styles the self-conscious style, which
15 highly pedantic, overloaded with
references and affectations, highly
argumentative and sarcastic. His arguments,
though controversial, are those of a vigorous
and scholarly mind and are admirably
adapted to the subject under discussion.
When his arguments are accompanied by a
highly excited state of feelings, s style
assumes vehemence.

and

One of the most important methods
adopted by Chaudhuri in his works 1s the
analysis and not mere description of his
personal experience. He never describes the
experience and leaves it at that. Analysis
inevitably follows the description.
“Chaudhurt's prose, therefore, can be
labelled as analytical or expository prose”
(Naikar 111).

e
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Descriptive Ability

Chaudhuri invariably exhibits lis
skill in describing an event or encounter,
sight or sound. This ability displays not only
his profound reading and logical thinking
but also his presence of mind. His
descriptive ability is seen at its best in The
Unknown  Indian
(hercafter mentioned as Auwtobiography)
when he speaks of his birthplace,
Kishorganj, in present-day Bangladesh on
the river Meghna. He nostalgically recalls

Autobiography of an

the four monsoon months. The rains bring
out the boats, and the minute description of
these boats (in the succeeding paragraph)
brings the entire picture of the rainy season
alive before the mind's eye:

Last of all came the boats which
were the sight of the season we loved best.
Every vear they came like migratory birds,
in twos and threes for the first few days and
then in larce numbers. Some chose to be
moored in unsociable solation, some even
midstream, but the majority preferred the
appointed mooring-places, and lay huddled
together. .. In most cases the boats also had
oars and masts, but the first were folded
away for use in really deep water, while the
masts were laid flat on the mat-and-bamboo
roofs, since in the wooded areas about our
town, there never was enough wind to make
sailing possible. Punting was the normal
method of propulsion of these boats (4-5).

Aptness of Diction

Chaudhuri's language is marked
by concreteness of diction since he is a
man of keen perception and logical
thinking. The words that he employs for
the communication of his thought are
always precise, and never vague or
obscure. '

Describing his house at
Kishorgunj, in his Autobiography.
Chaudhuri says:

The land on which the house stood
was about two acres, with a frontage of
about sixty yards. The plot was thus deep
one and it was divided up into three
portions: the front or outer house, the
inner house, and the back, which was
orchard, bamboo plantation and waste
land, mostly overgrown with weed. The
real nucleus of the house was the mner
courtyard, kept as [ have already related,
religiously clean of grass. But there was a
coconut tree in one corner of it. The
coconut is a rather rare palm in our district
and so the tree in our inner yard was not
cut down at the time of building the house
as | saw guavas being (23).

Here the courtyard, the house, and
the backyard along with the coconut tree
make the description lively.

Nirad C. Chaudhuri 1s meticulous
about the aptness of diction. He chooses
appropriate words, phrases and sentences
from rich stocks and spares no pains to

[
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polish them, It enables him to pack his ideas
clicetively and precisely. In order to get a

better and clear idea of his unique mode of

presentation, one has to find out how he
used/constructed words, phrases and
sentences,
i) Words

Chaudhuri had a very sensitive ear
for music of sounds. So he employed
onomatopoceic words to suggest sounds:

“In the kitchen there was a
succession of bubbling, fizzling, hissing,
and crackling
451).

sounds” (Autobiography

“The King at once rose and left the
hall, attended by the courtesans of his
personal suite, who marched with him
jmgling their bangles and hip girdles, and
tinkling the anklets™ (Live or Not to Live 28-
29).

Here we have to note the words
tinkling' and jingling'. These sounds
heighten the poetic effect. Here is another
sentence employed to create the sound
effect.

Chaudhuri's knowledge of various
languages such as Greek, Latin, French,
German, Sanskrit, Persian, Urdu, Hindi and
Bengali, and his wide reading of different
literatures exhibit his profound scholarship.
He employs Bengali, Urdu, Arabic and also
words from the (iita extensively. He is also
adept in using words from foreign languages
like Greek, Latin, Spanish, French, German,
Scotush, ete.

e o EE
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ii) Phrases

It is interesting to study the variety
of phrasal expressions used by Nirad C.
Chaudhuri. He was an impressive artist and
craftsman. So his phrasal expressions are to
be considered from a literary point of view.
His phrases are classified under two heads:
1} alliterative, and 2) figurative.

Nirad Chaudhuri emploved
alliterative phrases of which a few from his
Autobiography are given below:

Sandy soil (8), dancing display (8),
water watery (9), wilder winds (49), critical
code (70), shining silk (79),
freedom (126), precious pair (323),
ineffaceable impression (363), corrosive
(452), seditious scurrility (489),
mescapable imagery (540), etc.

Chaudhuri's figurative phrases
heighten the beauty of his prose. Here arc
some examples of such phrases from his
Autobiography:

tertilizing

contact

Feline violence (50), simmering
greed (54), fleeting present (57), trailing
clouds of glory (58), breathing of the keen
breeze (91), smoking lamps swung (92),
orchidian beauty (113), phosphorescent
light (319). bodiless evils shunning (357).
obstreperous viciousness (442),
stealing goods (451), ete.

Chaudhuri makes use of the
balanced structures to prove his claims. as in
the following remark:

heart-

“In an industrialized India, the

5345-:
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destruction of the aboriginal's life is as
mevitable as the submergence of the
FEgyptian temples caused by the dams of the
Nile™ (The Continent of Circe 75).

he use of non-English (foreign as
wellas Indian) words, phrases and sentences
15 a conspicuous aspect of Chaudhuri's
writing.

Element of Humour

Humour 1s predominantly present in
the works of Nirad C. Chaudhuri. Here are
some glaring examples:

A relative of his, in his student-life,
shunned mosquito-nets and tied his legs with
a rope to a beam. This he did to avoid sleep
so as to study for a longer duration of time.
The intention to study for a long period is
understandable. But the method employed
o keep awake i1s funny. Chaudhuri
observed:

| contracted a lifelong dislike for a
most esteemable relative of mine by being
told that he was such a conscientious student
he never used the mosquito net, lest left in
peace by the mosquitoes might over-indulge
himself in sleep. and also that before
examinations he tied his legs with a rope to
the beam so that, not being able to lie flat and
in comfort in his bed, he might be cogitating
his books in a state of half-wakefulness. That
perhaps was an extreme case of self-
discipline (Awtobiography 49).

The diversity of familial relation in a

R R s
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family prowvides a good humour for the
Westerners who cannot conceive of a large
or joint family. Chaudhuri says:

...at five years old, I was the uncle of
half a dozen grown-ups and was addressed
as such by them. At twelve [ became the
grand-uncle of a baby which was not so very
far removed from me by filiation
(Autobiography 58).

The diversity of blood relation
created confusion in the minds of the
children who consequently addressed their
fathers as 'brothers' and brothers as "uncles’,
elc.

Chaudhuri's works are stuffed with
numerous humorous anecdotes. For the sake
of brevity only some of the funny ones are
cited here. Comments evoking laughter can
be made only by one who is a keen observer
of men and manners. In addition, such a
person must have a humorous bent of mind.
Presence of mind 1s yet another trait needed
by a humorist. On account of these
acquisitions, Nirad C. Chaudhuri turned out
to be a humorist of the highest order.

Figurative Language

Chaudhuri
intellectual and an incisive analyst. He used
stmiles and metaphors whenever he wanted
to lay emphasis on his arguments. These
figures of speech or images contributed as
much to the readers' understanding as to the
beauty of his prose. They added grace and

was a vigorous
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charm to his already excelient style.

“It may be said the similes and
metaphors are like pretty shrubs and plants
which lessen the pain of walking on a rocky
meountain under the hot sun™ (Naikar 112).

Chaudhuri used a bewildering
variety of similes and metaphors from
various branches of knowledge which he
laboriously acquired from his voracious
reading. The list of different fields of
knowledge from which he borrowed his
images 1s 0o long to be discussed. Here are
some of the nstances of Simile from his
Autabiography:

*“The children... would fain have
dug up the floor like the wolf in Webster's
poem” (15).

*...the dark girls hid themselves or
kept in the background even when ordinary
visitors came, while the fair ones strutted
about like vain peacocks™ (145).

He employs antithesis,
personification, exaggeration, climax and
other figures of speech which lend grace to
his writing:

"My mother was as slight and

fragile as my father was robust,

while her face was as responsible as
my father's was impressive”

(Autobiography 184).

“The people of Calcutta had honey

on their lips and poison in their

hearts” (Autobiography 435).

“(od made the country, and men made the

town” (A Passage to England 42).

R SR S e

“In our society the willingness to pay
decreases as the capacity to pay
increases’™ (A Passage to England
102).

A glance at the apt use of the
figurative language in Chaudhun's prose
style is enough to prove that he was truly a
great experimenter with the English
language.

Abundance of Imagery

Nirad C. Chaudhuni exhibits his
erudition by employing images borrowed
from a very wide range of knowledge which
in turn enhances the artistic beauty of his
prose. Geographical images are used quite
frequently in his works. For example,
referring to his late marriage, he offers a
metaphor of river. He says: “Marriage made
the river cut through rock and put through
shoals to reach the sea™ (Thy Hand, Great
Anarch!343).

In the period with which 1T am
dealing this book the river of the British
Empire in India split itself into narrow and
sluggish channels in a flat delta to be silted
up wholly or to grope its way out in a
mangrove swamps (Thy Hand, Great
Anarch! 394).

He has used many historical
images to highlight his point of view.
Referring to the unromantic ugliness of
New Delhi, Chaudhuri says that it could not
be depicted in a very romantic style. He

gEEEEE
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employs a historical image to convey his
sense ol rony: “Cleopatras did not lie on the
beds of New Delhi bungalows and so there
could be no question of raising the ghosts of
a rose m any ot them” (Thy Hand, Great
Anarch! 730).

Thus, Chaudhurt's use of wvarious
metaphors and images from different
branches of knowledge shows his wide
reading and great understanding, and the
immaculate placement of them in his works
enhances their significance.

Literary Allusions

Nirad C. Chaudhuri is a profound
scholar of English Iiterature. Though his
first love was history, it seems he was more
adeptin English. His works testify to the fact
that he had read and assimilated all the great
poets, novelists and dramatists in English.
His writings are studded with literary
allusions., His allusions, derived from
different sources and languages, are
astounding.

A couple of examples are cited from
A Passage to England:

1. “In England, it would seem, the
poets were on the side of the country and the
men of letters on that of the town; if Cowper
was the most shrinking of the countrymen,
Dr. Johnson was the most robust of the
town-dwellers” (45).

2. Nirad C. Chaudhuri liked the
English weather. So he quoted Thomas

Hardy's famous lines: “This is the weather
the cuckoo likes, /And so do 17 (93).

His quotations are also extracted
from classical languages like Greek, Latin,
German, French, etc. The frequency of such
references and allusions in his writings
shows his vast knowledge not only of
English literature but also of literatures
written in other languages.

His references to Greek, Latin and
Italian poets like Homer, Virgil, Dante, and
Tasso shows the extent of his insatiable
greed of reading, and phenomenal power of
retention.

Nirad C. Chaudhuri's erudition is
exhibited in his apt selection of quotations
and allusions from various sources. He was
indeed an 'extraordinary scholar'.
Conclusion
. Chaudhur expressed his thoughts
On various issues In a very captivating and
convincing manner. In the words of C. Paul
Verghese: “What impresses the reader is his
originality, brilliance, and forthrightness”
(207).

The study of the peculiar
characteristics of Chaudhuri's prose style
reveals that he 15 the master of scholarly
style, an intellectual giant and extraordinary
scholar. Khushwant Singh, as quoted by
Ivengar, says: “Chaudhuri
English language better than any Indian has
done before and is much the most erudite
writer in the country....He is meticulously
pamstaking about what he writes and is

writes the
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particularly felicitous in expression” (590).
Nirad C. Chaudhuri is the best

because of his clarity of style. He stands in

the first rank in Indo-English prose writers.

His treatment of the English language has

given a new dimension to the Indian-

English prose. No pallid flame of hell, no

splendour of the dawning heaven needs

show itself beyond the verge of earth to

illuminate this truth.
Works Cited List

Primary Sources

Chaudhuri, Nirad C. The Autobiography of
an Unknown Indian. 22"°
impression, Mumbai: Jaico
Publishing House, 2005, Print.

. A Passage to England. 6" impression,
Delhi: Orient Paperbacks, 1998,
Print,

—-. The Continent of Circe. 13" impression,
Mumbai: Jaico Publishing House,
2001. Print.

---. Live o Not to Live. Delhi: Hind Pocket
Books Pvt. Ltd., No Date. Print.

---. Thy Hand, Great Anarch! India 1921-
1952, 2" impression, New Delhi:
OUP, 2002, Print.

Secondary Sources

Iyengar, K.R. Srimivasa. Indian Writing in
English. 5" ed. Mumbai: Sterling
Publishers Private Limited, 2005.
Print,

Naikar, Basavaray 8. Critical Articles on

Nirad C. Chaudhuri, Dharwad;

e R A R PSR

T R s PR R e R

Shivranjani Publication, 1985,

Print.

Sinha, Tara. 4 Seciological and Stvlistic
Study of Nirad C. Chaudhuri during
the Period of 1951-1972. Patna:
Janaki Prakashan, 1980. Print.

Verghese, C. Paul. “Nirad C. Chaudhuri: An
Assessment.” Ed. MK, Naik
Perspective on Indian Prose in
English. New Delhi: Abhinav
Publication, 1982: 200-12. Print.



1S5 22531-1629

@ KnoWiEdGe!

YOGA BENEFITS FOR SOCIETY & SPORTS

Yoga is not religion or a cult. It long
back exercise system used by people to
achieve higher at level of health and fitness,
both Physical and Mental.

Yoga is notanaerobic exercise, but it
does burn calories. Yoga is distinctly
different from other kind of exercise, It
eenerates motion without causing strain and
imbalances in the body. Yoga involves
almost every muscle in the body and
challenges the body to work in a different
and often more passive way. Since the limbs
[unction as free weight, resistance is created
by moving the body's centre of gravity. This
strengthening gives way to endurance as
poses are held for longer periods of time.
Yoga practice can quiet the mind and refresh
the body; bringing health, relaxation and
hiappiness.,

Whatever your age, Yoga can
enhance your lifestyle for children Learning
yoga develop sell discipline and can
enhance their Physical and Mental health.
Asana are good for developing co-
ordination help to improve
concentration and memory. Regular yoga
Practice can enable voung people to keep
their natural flexibility for many years. Yoga

and
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can help teenagers to keep their youthful
flexibility and give them the inner strength
to say no to negative influences.

For Older People: Yoga exercises allow
them to retain mobility and may relieve
problems such as arthritis and Poor
circulation.

For Women: During pregnancy, yoga
promotes good health in both mother and
unborn child. Yoga asana lessen the effects
of such problems as over weight, backache,
and depression. Most of women who
practice yoga find that it can make labor
easier and shorter. Although some asana
have to modified during pregnancy, their
essence is perfectly suited to this time ol
expanded self-awareness. Pregnancy is also
avery good time for meditation.

Every person at Society can benefit
from following a regular yoga routine.

Yoga-Key Facts
1} Yoga counteracts of the problems
suffered in modern life.

2) Asanareleases the Physical Tension.

3) Pranayam or deep breathing gives
vitality by increasing supply of oxygen
to the brain.

4) Meditation enhances the power of
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concentration.
M) Yoga improves strength and flexibility
in body and mind and aids relaxation.
6)  Yoga can enable to relax fully,
7} Yoga Promotes sound sleep.
8)  Yogaimproves digestion and stimulates
circulation.
¥} Yogaincreases one's life force energy.
1) Yoga practice is total comprehensive
approach to health and fitness.

Yoga and social values are two side
of the same cone and go side by side. Social
values are a set of Philosophy that an
individual carries throughout his life, Yoga
possesses great power to build those values
that go a long way in making a person
complete with the help of yoga everyone can
tackle and tricky situation that may face in
daily life. The biggest virtue of "YOGA" is
that the individual 15 in full command of his
WL,

Sports performance is the product of
the total personality of the sports person. It is
highly think that
performance is determined exclusive by
Physique and Physical qualities. Sports
performance is Psychomotor performance
and for its improvement through training as
wellas {or achieving it in a competition. The

crroneous 1o sports

sports  person depends  heavily on  his
qualitics of head and heart. These qualities

as arc inlerests, attitudes, perception,
thinking, control of ¢motions, regularity,
R RE e e

sincerely, hard work and good habits.

Whatever sports you choose to
practice, yoga can enhance and complement
vour ability most sports build muscular
strength and stamina, often in specific area
of the body. Yoga can help to check any
imbalance in muscular development and
well enable both your body and your mind to
function more efficiently. It body is flexible
and supple it will be less prone to sports

mjuries, as your joints will be kept

lubricated.

® Yoga asana provide mental alertness

as well as good balance.

a Yngﬂ asana strengthen Muscles,
release physical tension and
improve concentration and poise.

® Yoga makes limb balance strong and
refaxed.

- Yoga asana strengthen weak area
and ease muscular tension.

. Yoga asana improve balance and
muscle flexibility,

@ Yoga asana help players to relax and

replenish their energy after
strenuous games.

® Yoga asana promotes claim, clear
thinking for fast reaction.

® Yoga asana improve joint mobility,
and also make hips and shoulders
more flexible.

4 Benefits For competitive Sports

The benefits of yoga are unlimited.
The athlete can benefit by increasing

a0l
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mobility in the joints, thus increasing range

of motion for over all enhanced
performance.
. Yoga asana preventing and

MINnimizing injuries.

5 Yoga helps strengthen connective
tissue; break down adhesions from
old injuries and helping create
mobility of the joints and anti aging
posture,

. Yoga improves circulation,

massages internal organs and glands

for optimum health.

. Yoga dissolve pre competition
anxiety and stress.

= Yoga helps to manage emotions that
could cloud focus, concentration
and judgment.

" Yoga Trains the athletes get and stay

in the mental zone.

© Yoga helps Quickness mental
response time for more effective
game play and strategy.

e Yoga develops team synergy and
teamn chemistry & telepathy on the
playing field.

Spirit. Mind and body needs all three
integrated to have peak performance. Spirit
means having desire to compete, play or win
1o have team spirit mind related with focus
balance emotions, concentrate and the
athlete must have a finely tuned, flexible and

S il e e

strong physical body.

This 1s where the athlete's game 1s
fully benefited by physical aspect of
practicing Yoga asana. The body 1s available
to move beyond old limitations to peak
performance.
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PREDICAMENT OF WOMEN IN NAMITA GOKHALE'S
GODS, GRAVES AND GRANDMOTHER

ABSTRACT

Through the centuries woman n
Indian society 1s depicted as a silent sufferer.
She has been given a secondary status both
in the family and society. The tradition trains
a woman to think herself as an inferior
bemg. In a male dominated society, woman
15 supposed to be an ideal wife, a mother and
an excellent homemaker with multifarious
roles in the family. As wife and mother.
sacrifice,
tolerance are her required attributes. She has
to make a series of adjustments, yet she is
nol an equal to man, At every stage of her
life, she has to be dependent for her status
and survival upon man her father, her
her son. In the present paper
attempt will be made to depict the
Namita
Gokhale's Gods, Graves and Grandmother.

service, submissiveness and

husband,
predicament of women  in

Through the centuries woman in
Indian society is depicted as a silent sufferer.
She has been given a secondary status both
in the family and society. The tradition trains
a woman to think herself as an inferior
being. Indian women take pride in suffering
and live with the idea of subjugation
entrusted to them for years or in inculcation
about the necessity to accept the roles
assigned to them by patriarchy that runs all
through their blood. In a male dominated
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society, woman 1s supposed to be an 1deal
wife, a mother and an excellent homemaker
with multifarious roles in the family. As
wife and mother, service, sacrifice,
submissiveness and tolerance are her
required attributes. She has to make a series
of adjustments, yet she is not an equal to
man. At every stage of her life, she has to be
dependent for her status and survival upon
man her father, her husband, her son.
Namita Gokhale in her novel Gods, Graves
and Grandmother has portrayed the women
who try to assert themselves in this male
dominated society.

In Gokhale's Gods,
Grandmaother the women are projected as
self-dependent and she empowers them to
face the harsh social reality. These women
are not cowed down by the adversities. They
do not brood over their misfortunes or
indulge in self-pity but face the world
bravely and become financially well-
settled.

Gudiya and her Grandmother, after they are
thrown out of their haveli, have 1o take
shelter in a Delhi lane where they build a

Grraves  and

jhuggi. Grandmother 1s not deterred by the

difficulties she faces. She builds up a small
make-shift temple using the things
available at hand. She steals the marble slab
frnm the building site behind her jhuggi,
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places 1t beneath the peepal tree which
shaded hut and finds five rounded niver
stomes [rom sahib’s rockery and arranges
them on marble slab. She gets marigold
flowers from sahib's garden and a stainless
steel thali which belonged to her daughter to
complete the shrine. Even though they are
Muslims, the old woman acts as the Pujarin
of the temple, collecting the proceeds from
the offerings made by the devotees. As
Amnu belonged o0 famuly of singing
prostitutes, she wtilises her art for singing
bhajans, thus enthralling the audience and
turming them into committed devotees. Such
devotees do not hesitate to make offerings.
The temple continues to prosper, and
expand as the generous offerings multiply
Gudiyva narrates the growing
prosperity of the temple :

manilold

“Money poured in
cight annas, five rupee
coins, even the occasional
fifty rupee note. The
miracles were not vyet
manifest, but we were
rich beyond
wildest dreams. We had no
neighbours to discredit us,
and as the tea-shop wallah
also shared in our sudden
prosperity, having
diversified into the sale of
coconuts and marigold

already

garlands, we faced no

e R

scepticism  from that

quarter.” (4)

Apart from Ammi and Gudiya, other
people like Phoolwati, Pandit Kailash
Shastry, beggars etc., who come in contact
with the temple also flourished. Phoolwati
who comes from a small place in district
Madhubani, Bihar settles
metropolitan city like Delhi. She used to
live 1in a wvillage, while her husband.
Shambhu ran a tea stall mn the city and
carried on an affair with Magoo. After he is
murdered by Magoo's husband, his death
does not evoke the traditional wails of grief
and helplessness from Phoolwati. She takes
husband's
courageously. She possessed a better head
for business than her husband. She was
much focused and her business acumen
could be seen when she negotiated a
reduced five-year rental from the street lord
Sundar Pahalwan, with a percentage of the
take thrown in.

well in

charge of her business

Phoolwati also  diversifies her
business to increase her earnings and sets up
a stall just outside the temple which sold
incense, marigold garlands, coconuts and
little brass amulets. She also gets Ammi's
coloured photograph in the form of postcard
printed and sells them on her stall. She fully
knows how to get benelitted m any
sttuation. She becomes financially
independent and has good entrepreneurial
skills. She also looks after the financial
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matters of the temple.

Phoolwati 1s not cowed down by the
bullying Sundar and
courageously faces him. This makes him
admire her. He marries her but the marriage
does not present picture of male oppression
of the female. Before accepting the marriage
proposal she puts down three conditions for
marriage. As Gudiva tells us :

Pahalwan,

“Sundar Pahalwan had
proposed marriage to
Phoolwati. She agreed, but
her assent was subject to
conditions. These
were, firstly that he would
build a pucca house for her,
the ownership of which would
be irrevocably hers, secondly,
that he would allow her to
continue running her
businesses as before and,
thirdly, that Sundar Pahalwan
as their
adoptive daughter.” (179)

certain

was 10 ireat me

Phoolwati's acceptance of marriage
proposal based on the conditions is again
against the established norms of patriarchal
set-up whereby the boy demands or puts
conditions and the girl or her parents have to
accept them. Here the bride thinks about her
luture security. Phoolwati's practicality and
her unsentimental nature are at complete
variance with the traditional picture of

woman in Indian society. These qualities
save her from dismtegrating alter Sundar
Pahalwan 1s murdered. No doubt, she feels
griefstricken and subdued and suffers from
occasional bouts of sadness.

Gudiya who falls in love with Kalki,
the bandwallah, modifies the model in which
man as the 'subject' seeks woman, the 'object’
or the 'other'. The novelist creates a situation
where a girl desires a boy. Gudiya 1s made
the 'subject' and Kalki the "object’. Although
Kalki is socially inferior to Gudiya, has no
financial status and is unable to even
properly look after her yet she gets marned
to him. This indicates that the writer attaches
importance to the wishes of a female.

Gudiya realizes after a few months
of an unhappy married life, that she cannot
waste her life with a person like Kalki. She
was expecting Kalki's child conceived
before their marriage but his behaviour
towards her was callous and mdifferent.
Phoolwati advises her to consider her
husband, Kalki 'a disposable being' and tells
her that she cannot waste her entire life with
those bandwallahs. Gudiya makes up her
mind. She sells her jewellery and gets a
ticket for Bombay for Kalki and sends him
to Bombay to try his luck in films. She
misses Kalki at times, but takes his absence
as an opportunity for growth, for escape.

Women characters
Gokhale's novel show exemplary courage

in Namita

and strength in the times of ensis. Ammi,
Phoolwati, and Gudiya struggle hard and
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never think of defeat at the hands of men.
They neither give up their efforts nor do
they give in. Instead of being emotional
they come out to be practical and pragmatic.
I'he matter of providing financial secunty
no longer remains the privilege of men.

After her struggle for self-assertion,
Ammi manages to obtain not only
respectability but a sort of 'sainthood' with a
considerable number of followers. Even a
memorial with her marble statue was
dedicated to her.After Kalki's departure,
CGudiva gives birth to his daughter and starts
living with Phoolwati. She looks to her
fuure life with optimism. After Sundar
Pahalwan 15 murdered, Phoolwati does not
become a helpless wreck., She remains in
control of her business and her life,
exhibiting in no way that she cannot do
without male support. However, she is
unhappy to lose her second husband, Sundar
whom she had come to love for his qualities.
Whenever she remembers Sundar, she cries
but she has the capacity to carry on with life
and face the situation boldly and hence she
spends  her lite with Gudiva and her
daughter, Mallika.

Thus, we {ind that Namita Gokhale
in her novel has portrayed the emergmg new
empowered woman. No doubt Ammi,
Phoolwati and Gudiya, face problems and
dilficulties but they have tried to overcome
them and get themselves empowered to
some extent without male support. Through
her novel she has deconstructed the very

concept of femininity which aimed at
women to be docile, submissive, chaste and
modest. Her characters face unfavourable
circumstances but they struggle and assert
themselves.
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Abstract: :

In this paper, the problems of teaching English in rural areas are discussed. India is a
multilingual nation. Even in each district of Maharashtra, you could find the students having
different languages as their mother tongues. Most of the students in rural areas up to twelfth
class study in non-English medium. It is not less than a challenge for teachers to teach
Fnglish. 1t is found that despite studying English in schools and colleges for 10-15 years,
students {rom urban and rural background fail to communicate properly in English. They are
found to be lacking in all the four linguistic skills-listening, speaking, reading and writing. It
means that the existing methods of teaching have not vielded the desired results. Therefore

here are some remedies to improve the status of English among the students of rural areas.

Introduction ; 4 :
are very important role. School children are

highly receptive. Whatever they learn
during this period, they retain it forever. In
those days the approach of teacher has
sincere and honest attitude; it helps the
students to grow in the language otherwise
his casual attitude spoils the life of students.

Today English is playing a major role in
our daily hife as well as in education. English
1$ spoken all over the world and it has been
estimated that about 350 million people
speak English. Computer literacy and good
communication skills in English is the
demand of the hour . It is the language of
court, trade and industry and electronic
media. The ability to speak in English
appropriately and fluently 1s an essential
requirement in most of the professions and
academic courses. When we think about the
students in rural area, the students are aware
ol the importance of English language but
are unable to get command over it.  There
are number of reasons for it they are as
follows-

2. Family Factor:

Most of the students in rural areas are from
poor families of farmers, They work
throughout the year to earn bread and butter.
They suffer because of their poor
economical condition. The yield they
produce is not enough to sustain them well.
50 they force thewr children to work with
them to earn some money. It is the fact that
some students took admission n schools or
colleges and they work at different places to
1. Schooling Factor: earn some money. In this condition, one
The school days in the life of every student ~ ¢annotexpect that students will use English,
Somehow and someway they become

EE R e
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graduate or they leave the school or college
prematurely leaving their education
incomplete.

2. Learning attitude:

The learners are not interested in learning
English language. They show interest in
their mother tongue. They do not try to
communicate in English, because they don't
. get the surrounding for it. The student can
do every work without using English for
everyone speaks in Marathi. As he learns his
mother tongue, he doesn't have mterest in
learning English language. In the beginning
of learning this language, the learner can not
get proper atmosphere to learn. It is the basic
thing that he should increase his word bank
step by step which would be helpful for next
class. As they don't increase their word
bank, they find it difficult to understand
what is going on in the classroom and they
are upable to understand. Their attitude
towards English language changes and they
feel English adifficult language.

3. Undeveloped basic skills in learner:

To learn language, four basic skills
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing
are to be developed. While learning English
language, students don't show any interest
in learning first three skills. They are
interested in learning the last skill for they
are exam oriented. They focus only on
writing skill.

I'he student doesn't try to listen more
FEnglish other than English period in the
class. They don't try to speak in English
among themselves. They don't try to read
English other than Enghsh included in

A P T e e

curriculum. They just try to write in English
which might be sufficient for him to pass in
English.

4. Difficulty for grammar:

There are various problems in pronouncing
English words. Many words are not
pronounced according to their spelling.
There are 26 alphabets in English which
produce 44sounds. Upto 12 class, students
are taught that there are only five vowels
and the remaining are the consonants, Many

. students are not aware of the remaining

vowels, Most of the students are not aware
of the basic structure of sentence. The
structure of sentence in Marathi i1z SOV, but
in English it is changed to SVO. It 15 basic
need of students to learn grammar to leamn
language properly.

5. Disinterest in learning English
language:

- English being indo- European language has a

rich vocabulary similar to many languages.
Even the students in rural area develop phobia
about English language. As a result, many
times it happens that they develop disinterest
in learning it. Some psychological symptoms
are also seen. As soon as the English teacher
enters in the class, various students start
feeling giddiness, drowsiness and they leel
like to run away from the class.

6. Scarcity of teachers:

It is the major reason for the backwardness
of English language in rural areas.
Qualified, dedicated and experienced
teachers are not available in rural areas. The
trained and experienced teachers are not
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ready to work in rural areas due to lack of
facilities and infrastructure. We find that the
available teacher are from the middle class
and don't have command over English
language. How can these teachers improve
language ofthe students of rural areas ?

Remedies:

|. Teacher should create proper
surroundings for language learning.

2. Teacher may create a lively class room
situation.

3. Teacher should speak moderate English
i the classroom.
4. Students should be provided audio-visual
aids for learning language.

5. Teacher should be trained in teaching
Enghish language.
6. leacher should apply different
application for means of communication
while teaching English language.

7. Listening skill, speaking skill and
reading skill should be tested in the class.

8. Students should be encouraged to use
English regularly.

9. To develop speaking skill, teacher may
arrange the situation in the classroom like
interview, telephone conversation,

10, Teacher should relate the content of the
text book to day to day life of the student.

I'l. Teacher traming programmes should be
practical demonstrative of the teaching.

12. Teacher should always have
constructive approach towards the mistake
committed by the students,
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PREDICAMENT OF WOMEN IN ANITA

DESAI'S FASTING FEASTING

£
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Anita Desai through her writing revealed a
new phase and dimension in Indian English
fiction. She has ten novels and two short
story collection to her credit. She is a
renowned and familiar figure among India
women novelist.

The novel Fasting, Feasting' has revealed
the plight of woman and the predicament of
woman is universal. The importance of
woman is surfaced in her work.

critics have assessed the
psvchological development of Desai's
female characters in terms of the patriarchal
Indian family structure while evaluating
Desai's representation of the Indian
feminine within the context of other Indian
literature written by woman.

Desai's themes deal with human nature and
human relationship. The women characters
deal with self-discovery and are unfit in the
traditionally structured society.

Feminist

Desai remarks:

There are those who can handle situations
And my stories are
generally about those who cannot. They find
themselves trapped in situations on which

and those who can't ...

they have no control.

Desai has used Indian settings n the
majority of her works but in this novel the
setting is in two countries India and the

e B G

United States. The center characters consists
family living in a small town in India, where
customs and traditions are followed strictly:
girls are to be married off and boys are
educated. The story differentiates the life of
the prime character, Uma the daughter and
Arun the boy of the family. Uma spends her
life servile to her older demanding parents
while efforts are made to assure Arun's
education in Massachusetts.

Uma craves for knowledge but she is
removed from the convent school to take
care of new born baby boy. She loves to take
care of her brother Arun as well as her
parents. She performs this duty throughout
her life, Uma is unsuccessful at almost
everything she attempts, whether it 1s
cooking, studying or becoming a wile. Two
attempts to arrange marriages for Uma end
dreadfully and survive with this shame
throughout her life.

Uma's younger sister is beautiful but cannot
be married until older sister is married.
Uma's fate is to remain single is learnt by the
family and plans are made to securc a
husband for Aruna. Uma is taken to
widowed aunt named Mira-Masi where she
encourages Uma's spiritual education in
ashram which is disappointing to Uma's
parents.
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In the meantime Arun leaves for college in
the United States: Uma is nearly in her
forties with no bright future. She writes
letter to Arun which are dictated to her by her
father without arguing. She never has a
grudge or Arjun's positive fate.

Uma 1s accustomed with the household
chores killing her inner desires. Once upon a
time she secretly visits St. Mari's school, the
convent school. She pleads Mother Agnes to
contimue her education. She weeps at the
nun's feet. Unfortunately Mother Agnes
encourages her to concentrate on her
domestic duties which are also important for
young women to learn. She sends her home
back in the school's van.

Uma's lile suddenly brightness when Ramu
her cousin drops in. Uma's parents are not
happy with his sudden, un-informing
uninvited guest. Ramu's behavior with Uma
outrages the parents when one day Ramu
takes Uma to a dinner at the Carton Hotel,
the finest restaurant in town. Ramu orders
shandy. Both of them enjoy the drink, laugh
together until the hotel lights are put off.
When they return home, they find Uma's
parents waiting angrily and sends her to her
room in shame for heract.

One line day Uma is all alone at home. She
finds time for herself. She recalls her past
and looks into the collected Christmas cards
given to her by Mrs. O' Henry, Mother
Agnes and other friends. After putting the
cards collection away, she quietly calls Mrs.
0" Henry, afraid that papa may appear at any
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minute and may question her. Uma learns
that Mrs. O. Henry is not available on the
phone she slams down the phone and is back
to the veranada waiting for her parents.

Once Uma accepts the invitation of a coffee
party by Mrs. O. Henry. Uma's parents feels
that the aim is to convert her to the Baptist
religion as Mrs. O. Henry is the wife of a
Baptist minister. In the party Uma finds the
guests mildly indifferent. However Mrs. .
Henry notices it and tries to develop a
friendly relation. She gives Uma some new
Christmas cards for her collection, talks
about her brother etc. But Uma unwillingly
leaves the coffee party and returns home to
the morose atmosphere at home Uma is fed
up and refuses to attend to more task. Mama
and Papa cannot believe Uma's outburst of
anger. They do not bother to follow her to the
room where she puts herself in some books
won at the Christmas bazaar. Finally her
mother calls her out to take up her task and
serve coffee to her father.

Another character is Mira-Masi who
continues to visit the family she is an aged
woman whose health and spirit seems
diminished. She returns to a temple in the
Himalayas to live a singular religious life.
She departs and now would never meet Uma
again.

Anamika is Ramu's sister. She is beautiful.
talented and educated. She wins a
"Scholarship to Oxford where only the most
favoured and privileged sons could ever
hope to go!"3 Being a woman she cannot
dream of going abroad for her studies. Her

e
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Oxford scholarship is locked in the
cupboard as the most valued document to be
used to show off'to win her a husband.

Uma and Arun are shocked for the beautiful
Anamika to be tied to someone so seemingly
unsuitable for a lucky girl like Anamika.
Anamika's in-laws were superior to her
family and wanted a beautiful daughter-in-
law to prosper in the business.

Anamika as a daughter-in-law fulfills her
duty calmly to please her husband and her
in-laws but somehow she is unable to keep
the balance between emotional and social
controversies,

Anamika's mother-in-law wants her to clean
and cook constantly and in leisure time to
rub her mother-in-law's feet. It 15 heard that
Anamika suffers a miscarriage after
receiving a beating, at the hands of her
husband, leaving her barren for life. In the
end Anamika commits suicide.

"Fxerts control over the only thing she can --
- herbody" (p 204)

Anita Desai brings about a delightful
contrast through the characters of Mrs,
Patton and Mama as well as Anamika and
Melanine. In an American family Melanine
in Boston may not tolerate exploitation like
Anamika or Uma. But still she is disturbed
by a sense of helplessness within herself.
Mrs. Patton is a typical housewife trying to
deal with the chores of her life in a
mechanical manner. Mrs. Patton shirks
mvolvement whereas Mama is totally

e

interested in everyone's affair, Mama and
Mrs. Patton both experience male
dominance. Both of them have different
attitudes towards different
cultural exposition.

hife due to

Thus Anita Desai explores the social values
that affect women, whether she is in a
conservative environment as the Indian
society or the advanced American one. She
finds out the manner in which social power
15 dividedness. Through her characters she
reflects universality of human aspirations
and dilemma.

"The universal mother figure is idealized by
every religions", culture, society and
country, woman as a mother or grand
mother, i1s one archetypal mmages of the
worlds. 3

Thus Anita Desan does pose universal
problems pertaining to women in India as
well as America in the novel ,Fasting,
Feasting but does not provide any remedy to
apprehend them. Desai sustains the interest
of the reader and has employed simple
language.

References:

l. Madhushree, Singh, Rao, "Silent spaces
of Inner values.

2. The Guardian unlimited, "the Guardian
Profile: Anita Desai” 02 July 2000.

3. The Guardian unlimited, "the Guardian
Profile: Anita Desai” 02 July 2000.

4, Desai Anita, Fasting, Feasting (Vintage
20007

5. Indian Women Movelists in Enghsh
P.D. Bheda.
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